
to note, and very many which we should like to com-

mend, did space permit. If the profession does not
keep abreast of the advances in our knowledge of con-
sumption it is not the fault of Jaccoud, See, Powell
and Williams, new works, or new editions of works by
whom, on consumption, have appeared, and been
noticed in these columns within the last few years.

F. C. S.

Abdominal Surgery. By J. Greig Smith, M.A., F.
R.S.E., Surgeon to the Bristol Royal Infirmary,
etc. Philadelphia: P. Blakiston, Son & Co. 1887.
This book of six hundred pages is an attempt to de-

scribe in a systematic manner surgical operations of
the abdomen. The recent rapid advance in this de-
partment of surgery, and the immense collection of
data, the result not only of increased clinical experi-
ence, but also of valuable experimental research,
which is now scattered haphazard in a wilderness of
periodicals and monographs, necessitates a concise re-
view of the subject. There is no other work in Eng-lish in which detailed descriptions of the various pro-
cedures authorized by modern surgery are collected ;
hence a systematic rearrangement of these facts and
methods, which have been proved by experience to be
the best in this most trying class of cases, is especially
valuable and useful, and any one who has been com-
pelled to search through the mass of current literature
now at hand to learn the most approved technique for
some abdominal operation, or the most successful
method of treatment, will appreciate at once the true
value of Mr. Smith's work. The volume is clearly
written, and is the presentation not only of the results
of bibliographical research, but also an exposition of
knowledge gained from actual experience. The
author can be said to a certain extent to have prac-
tised what he preaches, and states what he himself be-
lieves, instead of giving, as is so often done, merely a
compilation of the opinions of others.
" Treatment by operation " has been his motto.

Normal and pathological anatomy, histology, and
clinical history are introduced only so far as they
have a direct bearing on diagnosis or treatment.
Thorough and complete asepsis is conspicuous. The
description of operative technique is the chief feature
of the book, and all the principal operations involvingthe stomach, intestines, liver, gall-bladder, kidney,
spleen, pancreas, ovaries, broad ligaments, and the
gravid or unimpregnated uterus, are here given in de-
tail. The remarks relating to the treatment of pa-
tients subsequent to operation contain many valuable
suggestions. The author's views are usually clearly
stated, and although, perhaps, not in every instance
in accordance with those held by the most prominent
surgeons, still are seldom without some good reason
for their adoption. As a rule, the book seems a re-
liable one, but at times an incongruity of statementsshow a rather careless style.1 This is apt to induce a
certain amount of caution in accepting the author's
statements as always absolutely accurate. The book
is a compendium, not a complete work on abdominal
surgery. This is what the author intended, and he
deserves the credit of having made a valuable contri-
bution to surgical literature.

1 Page 131 : " Primary cancer of the ovary is rare." Ibid : " Pri-
mary cancer also frequently attacks both ovaries." Page 191 : " On
the operating table the proceeding " (vaginal hysterectomy, an op-eration at times a most trying and difficult one) "ought not to oc-cupy more than a quarter of an hour:"

THE ONE HUNDREDTH AND SEVENTH AN-
NUAL MEETING OF THE MASSACHUSETTS
MEDICAL SOCIETY.
The approaching annual meeting of the Massachu-

setts Medical Society will present some rather unusual
features. The papers give promise of unusual
merit and the subjects are for the most part of general
interest.
Among the items of business a report will be ex-

pected from the committee appointed at the last annual
meeting to investigate the subject of Physical Culture
in the Schools, and the matter of amending the condi-
tions of admission into the Society, already acted upon
by the Council, will be brought up. This latter item is
of the greatest importance. The proposition is to per-
mit the examination for admission to the Society by
the Censors of the graduates of certain irregular
schools. At the present moment a man who has
taken a degree from a school not classed as regular
can find no means of admission to the society save by
the acquisition of a degree of one of the accepted
schools. Occasionally a man presents himself who is
fully qualified for membership and is desirous of ad-
mission but does not care to go back to school again
in his advanced years. The proposed change is to
meet such individual cases. The measure so far
recommended itself to the Council as to pass that body
without a dissenting vote.
The usual banquet will loose many of the features

which have become inseparable from it in the minds
of the members. The impossibility of securing a

proper hall for the dinner has obliged the change to a

less formal, but probably equally enjoyable meeting
at which no one need lose his dinner but which will
permit free circulation and the interchange of ideas
with friends and acquaintances.
How popular such a gathering will prove in com-

parison with the formal tables and set speeches of
previous years it is impossible to foretell. Certainly
it will for once prove a novelty and we trust a pleas-
ing one.
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